
Cultural and Community Services 

Harvesting Histories 

An exhibition to discover the history of 

Derbyshire farms and farming, exploring 

the lives of the local farmers from the 

manor to the Second World War 
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Since the Norman Conquest, most people worked on the 

land and farmed in and around their village. The people 

who worked on the land were known as peasants, and 

usually they worked for the Lord of the Manor.  

 

The Lord was the person who owned most of the land in 

the village, and he rented strips of land to peasants, his 

tenants. Each tenant’s strips would usually be scattered 

around the manor meaning that each would need to farm 

according to a common plan.  

 

This common plan was guided by the Customs of the 

Manor, which included rules for the agricultural routine, 

such as when to take cattle for grazing and when to 

harvest crops.  

Customs of the Manor of Duffield, 1611 

Next Page: An enlarged section, with selected transcripts 



No. 12 Ecclesbourne Sewer Item that everyone having lands in occupation adjoining to his Master’s stream of Ecclesbourne shall 

before August yearly for their parts and portions well and sufficiently cleanse the same stream and watercourse of the roots and 

woods annoying the course and passage of the same water on pain to forfeit for every rood so uncleansed 
 

No. 18 Sawpits Item that everyone having made and which shall make any sawpit upon any part of the said commons shall cause 

that to be filled up within one week after he has done sawing thereon 
 

No. 20 Ring hedges and ditches Item that every one having a ring, hedge or ditch adjoining to any common or lane within the said 

Manor shall at all times hereafter keep the same in good and sufficient repair 
 

No. 22 Tups Item that everyone take up there Tups besides the commons yearly before Holyrood Day 

[Tups are male sheep. Holyrood Day was an important religious festival celebrated on 14 September] 
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Although the Lord of the Manor was ultimately 

in charge, the manor and the farming within it 

was regulated by the Manor Court.  All the 

Lord’s tenants were required to attend the court, 

and they also had some involvement in how it 

worked.  In particular, the tenants could suggest 

rules against which other tenants might be fined 

if they broke them. 

Over the centuries, there were many threats to 

the manorial system, including many farmers 

becoming owners of their own land, but the 

basic formula including a landowner and tenants 

who farmed the land and contributed to the 

manor court, survived until the 20th century. 

List of offences and fines in the manor of 

Melbourne, 1789 
As part of the manorial court system, tenants would be 

involved in setting the rules that governed the manor, including 

what offences should exist and how they should be punished. 

This list for Melbourne from 1789 includes a fine of 6s 4d for 

laying dung or ashes in the road, and refers to the job of 

“pinder”, that is the person responsible for apprehending loose 

animals. Owners of the animals “pinned” would be fined 2d per 

swine or cow and 4d per horse 



D3705/29/4 

Among his many staff employed to manage the 

day-to-day running of the manor, the Lord 

would employ a Gamekeeper whose job it 

was to make sure there was sufficient game 

(i.e. animals hunted for food and sport, such as 

pheasants and deer) for the Lord of the Manor.  

Appointment of a new gamekeeper to 

the Manor of Glossop, 1789 

This enlargement describes the role of the gamekeeper, 

who has full power,  licence and authority to kill any 

game and seize all “engines for the taking killing or 

destroying” of game 
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This record of servants is a useful 

account of the kind of wages paid 

for those men and women 

working in the fields in the 16th 

century. 

 

It is interesting to note that a 

number of those listed are 

receiving wages two years in 

arrears.  It is also interesting that 

Richard Greensmith is receiving 

40s compared to Mrs Margaret’s 

£4 for the same period.  

 

Unfortunately, this record doesn’t 

tell us what work the servants 

are doing to enable us to find out 

why the wages are so different. It 

may simply be that Mrs Margaret 

worked more days per year than 

did Richard Greensmith. However, 

Burdett collection does include 

other accounts describing the 

work undertaken by other 

servants, including mowing, 

threshing and hedging. 

Notes of servants and their wages for work in fields in Foremark for the Burdett family, 1583 

June: 2/ 

    A note of Servantes 

    and their wages dwe at 

    Michaellmas next 1583 

    Mr Tho. Poole 

    george wright 

    Henry Aynsworth 

    tearme St James           xxvi s 

    daie dwe to him then          viij d 

    that he hath laid     

    out for my Master 

    Richard greinesmith 

    tear[m] michaell[mas] dwe 

    to him then for twoe 

    yeare wages 

    that he hath laid 

    out for my Master 

    dwe to Mr henry 

    biles as may appear 

    in a note delivered my Master 

    dwe to Mrs Margaret 

    for twoe yeares wages 

    at ?michaelmas next 

    Anne Hakesley   ter[m]e 

    or ladie daie [?] 

    dwe to her then 

    Jone hill tearme 

    at michaelmas dwe to  

    her then 

    Elizabeth Wynter 

    tearme at maie daie 

    dwe to her then 

} 
}  xxiijs xjd  

} xls 

} ls 
}  xxxis  

       xd  

} iiijli 

} 

} 
} 

xxs 

xxs 

xxs 



What is enclosure? 
Traditionally, farming operated on 
an open field system in which strips 
of land were divided between 
members of the community to grow 
crops and common land was used 
for cattle grazing. Since medieval 
times, private agreements had been 
prepared to enclose these large 
open fields in many parts of 
Derbyshire. 
From about 1750, Parliament 
became involved in the 
arrangements for enclosing other 
fields in Derbyshire and across 
England. Villages where enclosure 
took place were soon affected by 
new ideas about farming methods 
to improve and increase the 
production of crops and cattle.  Picture the Past, DCHQ000595 

Photoair, Jan 1993 

Aerial view of Biggin-by-Hartington 

Showing the Church of England School, St Peter's 

Church, and a pinfold and drystone walling. 

This photograph shows the walls marking the fields 

enclosed in the early 19th century, but you can still see 

the remnants of the former strip field system in use 

until enclosure. 



D1197 A/PZ 37 

In some places tenants (people who also worked for the lord 
of a manor) felt very strongly about their way of life being 
threatened by the change brought about by the enclosure 
movement.  

In 1767, the farmers and inhabitants of Doveridge established a 

petition concerning the use of the common fields and the privilege 

the tenants had enjoyed since “time out of mind” to reap and carry 

away the crop they had prepared and sown there.  

 

The open fields of Doveridge were enclosed by an Act of 

Parliament in 1790. The full extent of the enclosures can be viewed 

on the enclosure map of 1791, which is accompanied by an 

schedule explaining how the fields were “awarded”. 



Q/RI 67a 

How did parliamentary 

enclosure work? 

The first stage in enclosing land was 

for people with an interest the 

change, usually the large landowners, 

to petition Parliament for an 

enclosure bill. 

 

If Parliament passed the bill it 

became an Act, in which officials 

known as commissioners were 

then appointed to survey the land in 

a particular place and value it. The 

people (tenants) who farmed the 

land were invited to put forward 

claims to an allotment (or small 

piece of land) which could be hedged, 

fenced or walled. 

Enclosure map and award for 

Litton, 1764 

As Litton was such a small place, the 

award and enclosure could be 

produced as a single document 
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What did the 

commissioners do? 

Once the tenants had made 

their claims, the commissioners 

then had to judge these claims, 

work out any land exchanges 

and organise how the land was 

to be divided. This was done in 

old measurements of acres, 

roods and perches. It was not 

an easy task and villagers often 

disputed their ruling so this 

process could take between 2 

and 20 years to complete. 

Extracts of bill from a 

solicitor who worked for the 

South Normanton enclosure 

commissioners between the 

Act of Parliament in 1796 

and the completion in 1801 

Eventually a map of the enclosed area was produced along with a document known as an award; together they 

showed what the Commissioners had decided about allotment size, value and ownership. Usually the major 

landowner or lord of the manor gained most land. 



How did the new field system affect the landscape? 
The commissioners did not respect the old landscape boundaries and features when it came 
to working out the new allotments. The new fields were rectangular or partially rectangular 
other than the more irregular fields of earlier, or ancient, enclosures. The new roads were 
wide and very straight unlike the lanes in between the old field systems. Over time some 
fields changed again. Small allotments may have been merged into a new larger field, other 
allotments may have been used for other industry and not agriculture. 
 
It is often the case that the enclosures created in the 18th and 19th centuries can still be 
identified on maps today (assuming the land hasn’t been built on). 

Picture the Past, DCHQ008357 
D D Brumhead, May 1976 

Strip field enclosures,  Chelmorton, Buxton 

“The village still retains a pattern which was 

probably laid down in Saxon times - a linear 

village laid out along a single street, with farms at 

intervals along the street. Another aspect of 

interest around Chelmorton is the field patterns. 

Those around the village are in 13 long narrow 

strips, a system dating from medieval times (and 

maybe as far back as Saxon times) but only 

enclosed relatively recently”  

Taken from www.cressbrook.co.uk 

The parliamentary enclosure of Chelmorton 

took place in 1809. 

http://www.cressbrook.co.uk/


Q/RI 19 and OS 2nd Ed 1:2500 XXIV/1 

Enclosure map of Bonsall, 

1776 with an extract from the 

Ordnance Survey map of 1900 

showing the same area 

However, in Bonsall, even by 
1900 the enclosed fields had 

changed substantially, 
although it is still possible to 

identify the changes that took 
place. Some fields were 

merged to create larger ones, 
whilst others were divided to 

create smaller ones. 



Disadvantages of Enclosure 
• Landowners charged higher rents for the 

new fields 
• Poor and self-employed people who had 

lived upon the commons were forced to 
go elsewhere to look for work (many 
went to the towns instead), find a local 
employer or claim help off the local 
church so they didn’t starve 

• Communities changed and some old 
traditions ended 

• People who had worked scattered strips 
of land in an open field system found 
themselves having to earn a living from a 
new allotted plot which may have been 
unproductive compared to their previous 
fields 

• Those that gained plots became had to 
pay for the drainage and hedging. If they 
could not meet the cost they would be 
forced to sell their land to another 
landowner and would then find 
themselves out of work. 

Advantages of Enclosure 
• You could easily determine who owned 

the land and who farmed it as a tenant 
• You could find out what amount and 

type of land was allotted to support 
vicars, charities, schools, etc.  

• Footpaths, highways, bridleways and 
roads were improved and made clear as 
to right of way 

• The responsibility for upkeep of hedges, 
fences and walls was established 

• New and better methods of farming 
could be carried out 

• Increased employment in new farms or 
expanding of existing farmsteads 

• New look to fields, new estate buildings 
and prestige for a village 



Picture the Past, DRBY004429 
c1837 

In this section we will look at key events affecting Derbyshire 

farms and farmers up to the Second World War.  This is a period 

that saw significant changes in British agricultural, industry, towns 

and villages and it’s population, particularly for farmers. 

View of Five 

Arches railway 

bridge across 

the River 

Derwent at 

Derby. The 

tower of All 

Saints Church 

(now Derby 

Cathedral) and 

the Shot Tower 

can be seen in 

the background. 

The foreground 

shows a still 

entirely rural 

scene with 

haymaking in 

progress 
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In 1804, Corn Laws were introduced to protect the 

profits of British Landowners by imposing a tax on 

corn imported from abroad. During the Napoleonic 

War it was impossible to import corn from Europe, 

and British wheat farming flourished as a result. 

After the war, foreign corn was imported again and 

this lowered the price of British corn. This obviously 

upset British farmers and landowners, and many 

complained to Parliament. 

Resolutions of a meeting of landowners and 

occupiers in Repton and Gresley to petition 

Parliament regarding the ‘distressed state of 

agriculture caused by foreign imports’, 1819 

 

According to the petitioners, the main cause of the 

‘agricultural distresses’ are the immense importations of 

duty free corn and grain; and that ‘encouragement and 

good cultivation’ is required for British soil to produce ‘a 

sufficient quantity of corn’, although flour, rye, oats, peas, 

beans, barley, wood, flax, hemp, hides, tallow, seeds, butter, 

cheese, vegetables and fruit identified as other crops that 

could be supplied by British soil. 



D2360/3/216 

Tithe maps and awards were prepared by Commissioners sent to each parish 

with land subject to tithe; for this reason tithe maps do not exist for every parish, 

glebe land is omitted and village centres may not be shown.  

 

The accompanying schedule records owner, occupier, name, acreage and state of 

cultivation of each plot, as well as the new tithe rent charge. The maps date 

between 1838 and the late 1850s.  

 

Additionally, tithe files record very useful information about standards of 

husbandry, crop acreages and yields, labour relations, and livestock numbers. See 

Beckett and Heath Derbyshire Tithe Files for more information. 

Linton Tithe Map, 

1849  



Ashbourne Tithe 

Map, 1849  
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These diaries 

are very useful 

to us as they 

give us an 

insight into the 

activities, 

organisation, 

tools and 

workforce used 

at different 

times. The 

weather is 

usually 

recorded in the 

diary as had 

such a huge 

impact on what 

duties may have 

been carried 

out each day. 

Extracts from the farm 

diary of Henry Hill, 1888 

Many farmers kept a diary of what they and any workers 

they may have were doing on the farm each day.  



D3316/1/1 
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Landowners would often 

survey their land and property 

to find out how their land was 

being used (e.g. as pasture for 

animals or as arable for 

growing crops). 

 

These surveys, or particulars, 

give us a picture of the 

management of a farm and 

how it developed over time. 

Survey of Henry Gregory’s 

farm in Dethick, 1806-1808 
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After the Napoleonic wars when British farming 

was in a depressed state, landowners and farmers 

decided to form societies to campaign for a tax on 

imported produce. These agricultural societies also 

held annual competitions for farmers and breeders 

of livestock, with prize money for the winners. 

 

Hope Sheep Dog Trials and Agricultural 

Society was formed in 1949 when three existing 

societies amalgamated.  Hope Agricultural Society 

was formed in 1863 and ran an annual show until 

1923.  Responsibility for the show was taken over 

by the Hope Valley (and District)  Sheep Dog Trials 

Association which had been founded in 1905.  

 

The Hope New Sheep Dog Club, which also ran a 

pony and gymkhana club, was set up in 1944 

specifically to aid the Red Cross in its work during 

the 1939-1945 war.  Since 1949 Hope Sheep Dog 

Trials and Agricultural Society has run the annual 

Hope Show.  

Hope Valley Agricultural Society Catalogue , 1912 



D5993/2/4/2 
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The Breadsall Priory Estate was bought in 1799 from the 
Greensmith family for Sir Francis Darwin (d. 1858) 5th 
son of Erasmus Darwin.  In 1899 Sir Alfred Seale Haslam 
(1844-1927) purchased the priory and estate.  It 
remained Haslam property until the death of his son 
Capt Eric Seale Haslam in 1967. The farm records 
provide a fantastic representation of life on a mid-20th 
century farm, with milk registers, wages records, herd 
books, and this crop and cultivation register which 
provides an annual account of how each field is worked. 

Record of 

crops, 

cultivations 

and 

manuring, 

1940-1970 
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During the wars the government had to deal with 

food shortages. Rationing was introduced, and 

people were encouraged to grow food on every 

piece of available land. This included farm lands 

which were previously used to graze livestock.  

Each county had a War Agricultural 

Committee who wrote to Farmers to ask them 

to use their lands to support the war effort.  They 

were issued with a ‘Cultivation of Land Order’ 

which directed them to plough up their land and 

grow an approved crop. In this way the 

government could control what was being 

produced and make sure that enough of the right 

food was available. 

WAC Orders - Instructions to plough up 

land and sow an approved crop, 1940, 1945 



WAC Orders -  Schedules attached to 

orders, 1945 

D5430/15/1/55 

Correspondence between WAC and 

Revd Wright, the landower, 1940 



D331/1/21 

“Stanley” entries in the Survey of farms for the Ilkeston Petty Sessional Division, 1917 

The War Agricultural Committees undertook surveys of their areas, producing a register giving details of 

occupier, owner, description of holding, area, livestock numbers, number of men, women & boys employed, 

area of grass to be ploughed, assistance required, cropping in 1917 and proposed cropping in 1918, 

recommendation for additional ploughing, and whether labour can be spared. 



Some of the remarks made by the War 

Agricultural Committee were not very 

sympathetic towards the farmers. These 

extracts are some of the nicer comments 

made in the Ilkeston division. 



D5501/6 

Derbyshire Women’s Lands Army 

Newsletter, 1943 

The Women’s Land Army was created to replace agricultural workers who had been called up for military 

service during the war. These women were known as ‘Land Girls’ and wore a uniform of brown breeches, green 

jumpers, green ties and brown felt slouch hats. The girls worked long hours in the fields, driving tractors, using 

heavy machinery to plough fields, digging potatoes and harvesting crops, feeding livestock and milking cows. 



D6550 

Extracts of articles written by Crichton Porteous during 

the war about life as a farmer and the work of the 

Lancashire WAC 

Crichton Porteous was an author and journalist who wrote during 

WWII.  As a young man he worked on small farms in Derbyshire and 

Cheshire, and by the time of the war he was the author of books about 

the countryside. During the war he became the leader of a special 

committee set up in Lancashire that set up camps for school children to 

work on the land and help with farming.  





Cultural and Community Services 

Harvesting Histories 

A guide to the archive resources available for researching farming history in Derbyshire 

can be downloaded from our website, on the “Current exhibition” page. 

 

Also available are packs produced by the BBC to accompany Michael Wood’s “Great 

British Story: A People’s History series which aired over the summer. Please contact the 

Record Office on 01629 538347 or email Record.Office@derbyshire.gov.uk if you 

would like us to send you a pack. 

 

To view any of the original documents in this exhibition, or other local farming records, 

please contact us to book a space and order documents. Don’t forget, there are many 

more valuable resources available at your local library and the County Local Studies 

Library in Matlock. 

mailto:Record.Office@derbyshire.gov.uk


www.picturethepast.org.uk  

Here is a selection that we used during the Harvesting Histories workshops in June (click on 
the link);- 
• DCHQ504984 John and George Hardwick harvesting wheat in Dethick in the 1930s (John is 

driving the tractor, while George is sitting on the reaper used before combine harvesters 
 
• DCHQ006496 Rowsley ploughing match, early 20th century 
 
• DCHQ006375 The pig killing at Foxholes in Tansley, c1900 
 
• DCCC002872 Milking a goat at Sutton Scarsdale, c1910 (possibly at Sutton Rock Farm) 
 
• DCHQ006524 Tractor loaded with hay on road to Bradwell Dale from High Rake, c1960s 
 
• DCHQ504971 Two very young tractor drivers, John Walker and Kenneth Hardwick at Raven 

House Farm, Milltown, c1930s 

http://www.picturethepast.org.uk/
http://www.picturethepast.org.uk/frontend.php?keywords=Ref_No_increment;EQUALS;DCHQ504984&pos=1&action=zoom&id=79324
http://www.picturethepast.org.uk/frontend.php?keywords=Ref_No_increment;EQUALS;DCHQ006496&pos=1&action=zoom&id=17356
http://www.picturethepast.org.uk/frontend.php?keywords=Ref_No_increment;EQUALS;DCHQ006375&pos=1&action=zoom&id=17252
http://www.picturethepast.org.uk/frontend.php?keywords=Ref_No_increment;EQUALS;DCCC002872&pos=1&action=zoom&id=78628
http://www.picturethepast.org.uk/frontend.php?keywords=Ref_No_increment;EQUALS;DCHQ006524&pos=1&action=zoom&id=17384
http://www.picturethepast.org.uk/frontend.php?keywords=Ref_No_increment;EQUALS;DCHQ504971&pos=1&action=zoom&id=79311

